7 U 3 /5.  5/7 

K'  ^ ^ s ylsd~ 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Defense  Council  News 

ISSUED  BY  THE  STATE  COUNCIL  OF  DEFENSE 
December  1,  1943  Harrisburg,  Pa.  Vol.  3,  No.  5 


CD  UNITS  PRAISED  IN  DISASTERS 


Easton  Blast  Tops  3 New  Entries 
On  Glowing  Record  of  Service 

Praise  From  Mayor 

Mayor  Joseph  Morrison  of  Easton  paid  the  following 
tribute  to  Civilian  Defense  following  the  $500,000  gas 
works  explosion  in  that  city: 

“The  citizens  of  Easton  and  our  city  officials  join  in  saying 
that  on  Sunday  we  had  the  first  opportunity  to  see  our  Citizens 
Defense  Corps  in  action  and  after  seeing  the  display  of  courage 
made  by  these  men  and  women  we  are  glad  that  we  have  a 
group  of  volunteers  in  our  community  who  through  their  long 
hours  of  training  are  ready  and  willing  to  assist  in  any  emer- 
gency. 

“The  wearers  of  Civilian  Defense  armbands  did  a mag- 
nificent job  and  one  that  will  long  be  remembered  by  those 
who  saw  these  volunteers  in  action.” 


Three  major  new  entries 
have  been  added  within  the 
past  few  weeks  to  the  amaz- 
ing record  established  by 
Pennsylvania’s  air  raid  pro- 
tection units  in  dealing  with 
more  than  a score  of  local 
wartime  disasters  and  acci- 
dents. 

To  the  railroad  wrecks, 
fires,  floods,  and  rescue  oper- 
ations in  which  Civilian  De- 
fense volunteers  have  won 
state-wide  praise  and  grati- 
tude during  the  past  year 
have  now  been  added  the 
Easton  Gas  Works  explosion, 
a train  wreck  at  Chester,  and 
a water  works  failure  at  Aus- 
tin, in  Potter  County. 

The  new  disasters,  by  under- 
scoring C.D.  training  and  equip- 
ment as  basic  community  assets, 
whether  or  not  we  experience 
air  raids,  have  given  renewed 
force  to  a statement  made  by 
Governor  Martin  at  the  Oct.  20 
State  meeting. 

Justifies  Work 

Referring  to  the  Congres- 
sional Limited  train  wreck  at 
Philadelphia,  the  Governor  de- 


York  Firm  Wins 
Security  Award 

The  fourth  National  Security 
Award  to  be  received  by  a 
Pennsylvania  industrial  firm 
will  be  presented  on  the  Second 
Anniversary  of  Pearl  Harbor. 

The  Award  will  be  given  to 
the  York  Corporation  (formerly 
York  Ice  Machinery)  at  a cere- 
mony in  York  at  8 p.m.  on  Dec. 
7.  Col.  Henry  A.  Reninger,  Act- 
ing Director,  Third  Civilian  De- 
fense Region,  will  speak. 

More  than  60  additional  Penn- 
sylvania plants  are  now  being 
considered  for  the  Security 
Award.  Under  arrangements 
made  with  the  OCD,  local  Coun- 
( Continued  on  page  2) 


dared  that  the  “quick  and 
strikingly  efficient  response”  of 
Civilian  Defense  in  that  disas- 
ter “was  sufficient  justification 
for  the  entire  organization  in 
this  State,  even  had  it  never 
rendered  another  service.” 

He  emphasized  that  Civilian 
Defense  has  become  a state- 
wide safety  agency,  guarding 
production,  life  and  property, 
and  recommended  that  many 
phases  of  the  program  be  con- 
tinued after  the  war. 

The  same  thought  has  been 
expressed  by  many  newspapers 
and  endorsed  by  a number  of 


Pennsylvanians  are  asked  to 
turn  in  every  remaining  bit  of 
scrap  metal  from  their  attics 
and  basements  on  Dec.  7th  in 
memory  of  the  boys  from  their 
community  who  have  “given 
their  fives  for  freedom”  since 
Pearl  Harbor. 

The  Victory  Scrap  Drive, 
which  fell  far  short  of  its  goal 
throughout  the  country,  has 
been  extended  into  a continuing 
campaign  to  build  up  winter 
stocks  badly  needed  by  the  steel 
mills.  Originally  the  drive  was 
to  end  on  Nov.  15. 

Both  scrap  metal  and  waste 


C.D.  leaders,  including  Col. 
Lynn  G.  Adams,  SCD  com- 
mander of  protective  services, 
who  said  “we’ve  always  had 
disasters  and  it  would  be  folly 
now  to  try  to  get  along  with- 
out Civilian  Defense.” 

It  is  pointed  out  that  Civilian 
Defense  is  virtually  indispens- 
able in  busy  war  days  when 
hazards  are  multiplied  and  po- 
lice, fire  and  medical  agencies 
are  depleted  of  manpower. 

Action  at  Easton 
The  Easton  explosion,  occur- 
ring early  Sunday  morning, 
(Continued  on  page  3) 


paper  will  be  picked  up  in  the 
big  memorial  drive  on  the  sec- 
ond anniversary  of  Pearl  Har- 
bor. 

In  announcing  the  one-day 
effort,  the  SCD  Advisory  Com- 
mittee on  Salvage  called  on 
every  county  to  make  it  “an  all- 
out  demonstration  for  Victory.” 

Reports  from  the  WPB  Sal- 
vage Division,  issued  on  Nov. 
15,  show  that  Pennsylvania  has 
made  great  progress  in  tin  can 
collections  and  now  leads  all 
other  states  in  its  shipments  of 
prepared  tin  cans.  The  Septem- 
ber total  for  the  State  was  7,- 
174,400  cans. 


Siaie  Calls  Big 
Mobilization  lor 
Might  of  Dec.  15 

The  first  actual  mobilization 
with  incidents  under  the  new 
program  of  monthly  drills  de- 
vised by  the  SCD  will  be  held 
throughout  Pennsylvania  on 
Wednesday  night,  Dec.  15. 

The  November  mobilization, 
conducted  on  Armistice  Day, 
was  in  the  form  of  patriotic 
parades  and  demonstrations, 
and  did  not  involve  incidents. 

Directions  for  the  December 
drill,  call  for  mobilization  of  all 
Citizens  Defense  Corps  mem- 
bers at  7 p.m.,  followed  by  in- 
spection of  personnel  and  equip- 
ment and  the  carrying  out  of  a 
practical  exercise  reaching  into 
every  post. 

“This  drill  will  be  the  most 
realistic  we  have  ever  had  in 
Pennsylvania,”  said  Col.  Lynn 
G.  Adams,  SCD  Commander  of 
Protective  Services.  “It  will 
enable  Defense  Corps  members 
to  perform  many  duties  which 
they  would  have  in  a real  air 
raid  or  disaster,  but  which  they 
(Continued  on  page  2) 


Mrs.  R.  B.  Kirby  (above) 
has  been  named  Director  of 
War  Services  for  Lehigh 
County  Council  of  Defense. 
She  holds  a 4000-hour  serv- 
ice bar  and  was  previously 
in  charge  of  women’s  ac- 
tivities. 


Remember  Dec.  7 With  Scrap 
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STATE  CALLS  MOBILIZATION 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
have  not  been  able  to  practice 
during  short  blackout  periods. 

“The  inspection  of  personnel 
and  equipment  will  be  the  first 
check-up  of  this  nature  which 
we  have  had  on  a state-wide 
basis.” 

Under  instructions  sent  out  by 
the  SCD,  the  exercise  is  to  in- 
volve activities  simulating  both 
enemy  bombing  and  sabotage. 
Messages  will  flow  from  air 
raid  warden  posts  to  control 
centers  and  equipment  will  be 
dispatched  to  the  scene  of  in- 
cidents. 

Control  center  staffs  will  par- 
ticipate fully  in  the  exercise, 
which  is  to  last  from  8 to  10  p.m. 
The  “paper”  exercises  pre- 
viously conducted  each  month 
by  control  centers  have  been 
discontinued. 


YORK  FIRM  WINS 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
cils  of  Defense  will  fill  out 
questionnaires  on  all  plants 
nominated  so  that  the  SCD  can 
make  a recommendation  to  the 
OCD. 

Ray  F.  Riegelmeier,  SCD 
Plant  Protection  Officer,  has 
announced  that  Plant  Protection 
conferences  will  be  held  at 
Pittsburgh,  Dec.  15-16,  and  at 
Scranton,  Jan.  5-6.  A confer- 
ence was  held  at  Reading  last 
week.  

LEADERS  NAMED 

Separate  Protective  and  War 
Service  heads  have  been  named 
by  Lebanon  County  Council  of 
Defense  following  the  recent 
recommendation  by  the  SCD. 

C.  Vincent  Henry,  Jr.,  former 
Chief  Air  Raid  Warden,  has 
been  named  Director  of  Protec- 
tive Services  and  Major  Seely 
P.  Patterson  heads  the  War 
Services. 


Three  Cities  See 
Army  Bomb  Units 

Army  Bomb  Disposal  Squads 
have  recovered  “planted”  bombs 
in  combined  maneuvers  witn 
Citizens  .Defense  Corps  units 
recently  in  Chester,  Reading 
and  Wilkes-Barre. 

In  the  Chester  incident,  after 
several  Army  bombers  naa 
flown  over  the  city,  a '550-kilo- 
gram German  “bomb”  was 
round  in  the  grounds  of  Larkin 
school.  It  was  reported  through 
channels  and  24  officers  ana 
men  with  five  trucks  and  equip- 
ment arrived  soon  afterwara 
from  Aberdeen,  Md. 

Thousands  of  people  watchea 
the  Army  Squad  at  work  under 
tloodiights  and  also  witnessea 
simultaneous  demonstrations  by 
local  auxiliary  firemen  ana 
emergency  medical  and  ambu- 
lance crews.  Hundreds  of  aux- 
iliary police  and  wardens  were 
on  duty  until  nearly  midnight. 

At  Reading,  two  500-pouna 
“bombs”  were  found  in  a large 
field  opposite  the  Albright  Col- 
lege stadium.  Several  thousana 
CDC  members  and  spectators 
viewed  the  maneuvers. 


TO  NOTIFY  STATE  IN 

EVENT  OF  DISASTERS 

Dr.  E.  E.  Shifferstine,  SCD 
Chief  Medical  Officer,  has  asked 
all  county  and  local  chiefs  to 
notify  him  immediately  through 
the  State  Control  Center  in  the 
event  any  local  disaster  occurs 
which  requires  C.D.  assistance. 

He  explained  that  in  several 
instances  where  Civilian  De- 
fense rendered  “commendable 
service”  in  local  disasters,  the 
State  was  not  advised.  Had  out- 
side aid  been  needed,  there 
would  have  been  needless  delay 
in  furnishing  it,  he  said. 


Three  New  Films 

May  Be  Borrowed 

Three  new  OCD  films  are  now 
available  for  loan  to  Councils 
of  Defense  through  the  eight 
college  film  libraries  announced 
in  SCD  Bulletin  No.  59C. 

The  new  subjects  are:  “Fire 
Guard”  (silent  slide  films  for 
use  in  training  classes), 
“Trimbles  of  Maple  Street” 
(16mm  sound  film  dealing  with 
Block  Leaders)  and  “Battle 
Strategy  for  the  Home  Front” 
(35mm  sound  slide  film  giving 
directions  for  setting  up  a Block 
Leader  organization). 

Other  films  still  available 
through  the  college  distributors 
are:  Control  Center,  Air  Raid 
Warden’s  Report,  Air  Raid  War- 
den, Fire  Bomb,  Rescue  Unit, 
What  To  Do  In  A Gas  Attack, 
and  Target  Lights.  These  films 
are  16mm  sound  films. 


Fire  Guards  Win 
Traeger  Support 

With  more  and  more  Fire 
Guard  training  classes  getting 
underway  throughout  the  State 
the  program  has  won  the  strong 
backing  of  Captain  William  F. 
Traeger,  State  Fire  Marshal. 

In  a public  statement,  Captain 
Traeger,  who  is  an  official  in  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Police,  said: 

“Fire  Guards  and  their  equip- 
ment, consisting  of  four-gallon 
pump  tank  extinguishers,  stir- 
rup pumps  and  even  garden 
hose,  will  be  located  in  every 
block.  The  members  will  be 
taught  not  only  to  fight  fires  but 
to  eliminate  hazards,  and  they 
will  instruct  their  neighbors  in 
turn.  They  will  be  close  at  hand 
wherever  fire  breaks  out  and 
will  be  able  to  check  it  before  it 
becomes  a conflagration.  They 
will  work  always  in  close  co- 
operation with  the  fire  depart- 
ments and  will  report  to  them 
immediately  when  fires  are  dis- 
covered. 

“The  Fire  Guard  program, 
started  primarily  for  protection 
against  enemy  incendiaries  and 
the  extra  fire  hazards  of  war- 
time, promises  to  be  one  of  the 
most  significant  developments 
in  fire  control.  The  training 
gained  by  these  volunteers,  and 
the  equipment  they  use,  will  not 
be  cast  aside  when  the  war  ends 
but  will  remain  as  a permanent 
community  asset.  Security 
against  fire  will  have  been 
vastly  advanced.” 

NAMED  COMMANDER 

Walter  A.  Sehrempel  has  been 
named  commander  of  the  Citi- 
zens Defense  Corps  for  the 


EASY  DOES  IT 

Karl  Peters,  coordinator  of 
Harrisburg-Dauphin  County 
Council  of  Defense,  recruited 
39  new  volunteers  for  Con- 
trol Center  duty  in  five 
minutes’  time. 

He  did  it  by  making  an  ap- 
peal at  a meeting  of  Army 
Aircraft  Observers,  who  have 
now  been  placed  on  limited 
duty  by  the  Army.  Peters, 
in  addition  to  his  C.D.  duties, 
is  head  of  the  Ground  Ob- 
server Service  for  Dauphin, 
Cumberland  and  Lebanon 
counties. 


WALKED  A MILE  TO 

GET  BLOOD  DONORS 

An  insight  into  how  strenu- 
ously Allegheny  County  Block 
Leaders  worked  to  sign  up 
27,000  blood  donors  during  Sep- 
tember is  given  in  a report  by 
their  leader,  Mrs.  S.  A. 
Schreiner. 

“Some  Block  Leaders,”  said 
Mrs.  Schreiner,  “walked  a mile 
or  a mile  and  a half  to  secure  a 
single  donor.  They  literally 
went  out  into  the  highways  and 
hedges  since  the  Red  Cross  had 
already  contacted  every  plant, 
every  school,  every  club,  every 
store  and  every  church.” 

The  Block  Leaders  are  now 
busy  recruiting  Nurses’  Aides 
and  home  nursing  candidates 
and  promoting  attendance  at 
neighborhood  classes  on  care 
and  repair  of  electrical  equip- 
ment. 

Bethlehem  area.  Dr.  Stanley  J. 
Thomas  is  the  new  chairman  for 
the  area,  having  succeeded  Col. 
William  Coyle. 


Civilian  Defense  Leaders 


Leaders  of  York  City-County  Council  of  Defense  are 
Chairman  George  S.  Love  (left)  and  Executive  Director 
Ralph  H.  Lookingbill  (right).  Mr.  Love  is  also  county 
solicitor  and  Mr.  Lookingbill  is  director  of  the  county’s 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs. 
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SERVICE  IN  20  DISASTERS  REVIEWED 


Easton  Rescue  Squad  members  are  shown  as  they  tun- 
nelled their  way  toward  three  victims  buried  in  the 
rubble  left  by  the  Gas  Works  explosion  on  Oct.  24.  Debris 
was  passed  back  along  the  human  chain. 

(Courtesy  Philadelphia  Inquirer) 


Disaster  Service  Encouraged 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
Oct.  24,  sent  more  than  1,000 
wardens,  auxiliary  police  and 
firemen,  rescue  and  medical 
squad  members  and  messengers 
into  action  within  a period  of 
minutes. 

The  county  Control  Center 
was  activated  immediately  by 
Commander  Chester  Rogers, 
and  150  local  Rescue  Squad 
men — probably  the  best  trained 
in  the  State — began  a 12-hour 
job  of  burrowing  through  debris 
to  recover  four  victims,  three  of 
whom  died.  The  squads,  led  by 
Ted  Whitesell,  worked  in  the 
midst  of  fire  and  in  constant 
danger  of  a second  explosion. 

To  the  auxiliary  and  regular 
firemen  who  battled  flames  for 
six  hours  goes  credit  for  pre- 
venting explosion  of  the  main 
gas  tank.  Because  of  the  dan- 
ger to  the  second  tank,  wardens, 
medical  volunteers  and  the  Red 
Cross  evacuated  1,000  residents 
within  a three-block  radius. 

Treat  Victims 

Auxiliary  police  aided  reg- 
ular police  in  handling  traffic 
and  keeping  spectators  from  the 
scene.  The  medical  squads  set 
up  five  casualty  stations  and 
treated  more  than  50  persons 
who  suffered  minor  injuries. 
Twenty  were  taken  to  the  hos- 
pital. 

Glowing  praise  was  paid  to 
Civilian  Defense  leaders,  espe- 
cially to  Joseph  Ide,  chairman 
of  Area  2.  Congratulations  for 
“a  job  well  done”  were  sent  by 
SCD  Director  Hutchison  to 
County  Chairman  E.  Albert 
Boyer. 

Said  the  Philadelphia  In- 
quirer: 

“Air  raid  drills  and  rehearsals  which 
once  seemed  like  play-acting  to  Easton’s 
4,000  Civilian  Defense  workers  paid 
generous  dividends  in  the  deadly 
earnest  business  of  facing  disaster — 
and  outsmarting  it.  What  might  have 
been  utter  confusion,  costing  additional 
lives  and  property  damage,  became 
instead  an  orderly,  well-planned  battle 
against  the  forces  of  destruction  and 
death  as  trained  OCD  workers  went 
into  action.” 

Wreck  at  Chester 

In  the  Chester  train  wreck, 
Civilian  Defense  was  credited 
with  preventing  a bedlam  of 
confusion,  which  would  have 
halted  train  service  and  turned 
an  otherwise  minor  accident 
into  one  of  serious  proportions. 

The  wreck  occurred  on  Oct. 
21  when  a flat  car  loaded  with 
government  equipment  broke 
loose  from  a fast  freight  train 
on  the  B.  and  O.  tracks,  wrecked 
several  adjoining  cars  and 
crashed  into  a carload  of  pigs 
which  was  being  unloaded. 
Several  pigs  were  killed  and  60 
others  were  liberated. 

Crowds  swarmed  to  the  scene, 
in  the  center  of  Chester,  and 


Although  the  legal  authority 
of  the  Citizens  Defense  Corps  is 
confined  to  air  raids  and  drills, 
official  encouragement  is  given 
to  mobilizations  for  disaster 
purposes. 

Moreover,  the  OCD  has  an- 
nounced that  Defense  Corps 
members  responding  to  the  call 
of  their  commander  for  disaster 
work  are  covered  by  the  regu- 
lar air  raid  compensation  bene- 
fits. 

In  explaining  the  State  policy 
on  disasters,  Col.  Lynn  G. 
Adams,  SCD  Commander  of 
Protective  Services,  said  at  the 
Oct.  20  State  meeting: 

“The  Citizens  Defense  Corps  was 
organized  and  operates  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Air  Raid  Precautions 
Act.  This  Act  limits  the  authority  of 
the  State  Council  of  Defense,  under 
the  Act,  to  measures  ‘with  respect  to 
air  raids.’  However,  it  has  become  the 
custom  in  this  country  to  use  civilians, 
and  civilian  agencies,  to  assist  in 


times  of  emergencies.  The  Citizens 
Defense  Corps,  its  services  and  installa- 
tions, including  the  Control  Centers, 
have  been  used  to  great  advantage 
in  situations  such  as  the  above  all 
over  the  United  States. 

“Certainly,  Control  Centers  should 
be  manned  with  sufficient  personnel 
to  do  the  job,  and  the  Citizens 
Defense  Corps  should  be  mobilized 
in  sufficient  force  to  assist  to  the 
utmost  the  duly  constituted  authorities 
in  all  cases  of  such  emergencies.” 

No  official  raid  alarms  are  to 
be  sounded  for  non-air  raid 
emergencies,  and  the  CDC  mem- 
bers in  such  cases  operate  under 
direction  of  the  civil  authorities, 
the  Red  Cross  or  whatever  other 
agency  is  in  charge. 

While  there  is  no  provision 
in  the  State  law  to  permit  CD 
personnel  and  equipment  to  be 
sent  across  State  lines  to  assist 
in  disasters,  Colonel  Adams  pre- 
dicted that  “communities  will 
continue  to  assist  their  neigh- 
bors as  in  the  past.” 


the  State  Control  Center.  With- 
in five  minutes,  messages  were 
dispatched  from  Harrisburg 
over  the  State  Police  teletype 
to  Port  Allegany  and  Wellsboro 
to  send  one  pumper  each. 

The  pumpers,  each  with  1,000 
feet  of  hose  and  eight  men,  re- 
layed water  from  a creek  to  the 
fire  trucks  of  Galeton  and 
Coudersport,  working  at  the 
scene,  until  the  blaze  was 
checked.  Surrounding  homes 
were  saved. 

The  Coudersport  truck  re- 
mained all  night  pumping  water 
into  the  town’s  water  system 
until  an  OCD  skid  pump  and 
800  feet  of  hose  arrived  from 
Bradford,  through  arrange- 
ments made  by  tne  SCD.  The 
skid  pump  and  a stationary 
pump  were  used  for  ten  days 
to  supply  the  town  with  water. 
Control  Centers  Used 

The  recent  incidents  are 
merely  the  latest  of  a score  of 
Pennsylvania  disasters  in  which 
Civilian  Defense  has  “come  to 
the  rescue.”  In  nearly  every 
case  Control  Centers  were  ac- 
tivated and  proved  invaluable. 

Most  spectacular  was  the 
Congressional  Limited  wreck 
at  Philadelphia  last  Labor 
Day,  in  which  80  lives  were 
lost — the  greatest  death  toll  for 
any  single  accident  in  the  city’s 
history. 

Nearly  7500  wardens  and 
auxiliary  police  took  control  of 
traffic  and  crowds  near  the 
wreck,  40  C.D.  trucks  and  16 
ambulances  were  used,  and 
rescue  squads  went  into  action. 
Many  volunteers  worked  on 
through  the  night,  winning 
State-wide  praise. 

A week  later,  C.D.  volunteers 
performed  effectively  at  the  big 
E-road  Street  Station  fire  in  the 
center  of  Philadelphia. 

Other  entries  on  the  C.D.  dis- 
aster record  include: 

Pittsburgh — Auxiliary  police 
and  firemen  helped  to  save 
$1,000,000  worth  of  valuable 
equipment  when  a six-alarm 
fire  swept  the  F.  J.  Kress  Box 
Co.  in  October.  In  a letter  of 
thanks,  J.  B.  LeClere,  presi- 
dent of  the  firm,  told  Ross  L. 
Leffler,  Allegheny  Co.  C.D. 
chairman,  that  Civilian  Defense 
“proved  of  inestimable  value 
in  this  emergency,  providing 
pumps  to  remove  water  from 
our  manufacturing  area,  remov- 
ing office  and  plant  equipment, 
and  assisting  the  Police  De- 
partment.” 

Lancaster — The  work  of  war- 
dens, auxiliary  police  and  fire- 
men helped  subdue  a big  fire 
at  a lumber  yard  here  in  Oc- 
tober, checking  its  spread  after 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


the  regular  police  called  for 
help  from  C.D.  Ten  auxiliary 
police  and  25  air  raid  wardens, 
many  of  them  women,  respond- 
ed. They  helped  to  found  up 
the  escaped  pigs,  and  main- 
tained order  until  the  tracks 
were  cleared  eight  hours  later. 

An  auxiliary  fire  truck  and 
crew  stood  by  at  the  scene,  and 
the  C.D.  food  and  housing  corps 
joined  with  Red  Cross  and  Sal- 
vation Army  in  serving  coffee 
and  sandwiches  to  the  work- 
men. Civilian  Defense  received 


glowing  praise  in  a letter  from 
B.  and  O.  officials. 

Austin  Record 

The  water  works  failure  in 
Austin,  a town  of  1,000  popu- 
lation, demonstrated  the  grow- 
ing dependence  which  civil  au- 
thorities place  in  Civilian  De- 
fense and  the  Control  Center 
system. 

When  fire  swept  the  town’s 
pump  station  on  Nov.  16,  cut- 
ting all  local  water  service, 
County  CDC  Commander  W.  K. 
Elliott  immediately  contacted 
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(Continued  from  page  3) 
it  had  reached  an  adjacent  row 
of  homes.  The  blaze  also 
threatened  a large  industrial 
plant. 

Oil  City — A freak  tornado 
that  swept  a path  1,000  feet 
wide  through  this  community 
on  July  29  found  wardens,  aux- 
iliary police  and  drivers  corps 
members  on  the  job  almost  im- 
mediately. They  rescued  an  in- 
valid from  her  home,  removed 
fallen  trees  from  cars  and 
streets,  and  guarded  wrecked 
buildings. 

Butler — C.D.  volunteers  were 
called  out  by  the  control  center 
at  6 p.m.  on  Nov.  1 to  searcn 
for  two-year-oid  Wayne  Shoe- 
maker, who  had  disappeared 
from  home.  Aided  by  other 
civic  groups,  they  made  a thor- 
ough all-night  search  in  bad 
weather  and  found  the  child  at 
7:30  the  following  morning. 

Erie — C.D.  ambulances  and 
casualty  teams  helped  remove 
110  victims  of  food  poisoning  to 
hospitals  when  200  employes 
were  suddenly  stricken  at  a 
local  industrial  plant  last  July. 
Through  prompt  action,  all  pa- 
tients recovered. 

Bradford — T h r e e hundred 

volunteers  furnished  by  Civi- 
lian Defense  units  throughout 
the  area  succeeded  in  checking 
a forest  fire  that  threatened 
homes  at  Mt.  Alton  on  Oct.  13. 
The  ' volunteers  fought  the 
flames  for  several  hours. 

Bethlehem — OCD  gas  masks 
and  fire  pump  equipment  were 
pressed  into  use  when  a tank 
car  load  of  sulphuric  acid  began 
to  vaporize  following  a freight 
train  wreck  last  August.  Dr. 
Harvey  Neville,  local  gas  officer, 
issued  masks  to  the  wrecking 
crew. 

In  an  accident  near  Bethle- 
hem several  days  later,  a swim- 
mer who  suffered  a broken  neck 


(Courtesy  Johnstown  Tribune) 

Scene  at  Johnstown  as  Mrs.  E.  A.  Van  Valkenburg,  of 
the  SCD  staff,  pins  service  bars  on  women  volunteers. 
Looking  on  at  left  are  Joseph  Straub,  local  commander; 
Wilson  Slick,  volunteer  director;  and  Mayor  Conway. 


was  rescued  by  C.D.  members 
and  rushed  to  the  hospital  in  a 
C.D.  ambulance.  The  group’s 
first  aid  training  was  credited 
with  saving  the  victim’s  life. 

Carnegie — Auxiliary  Firemen 
and  Police  assisted  in  rescuing 
six  miners  who  were  trapped 
by  a sudden  rush  of  water  last 
July.  Their  work  was  com- 
mended by  Secretary  of  Mines 
Richard  Maize. 

Wilkes-Barre — Auxiliary  fire- 
men and  police  assisted  regular 
forces  during  an  all-night  fire 
that  destroyed  an  entire  city 
block  of  old  business  buildings. 
C.D.  units  also  set  up  canteen 
service. 

Lewistown — Citizens  Defense 
Corps  members  searched  for  11 
days  before  finding  the  body  of 
a child  drowned  in  a stream 
here  last  May.  Volunteer  fire- 
men assisted. 

Boothwyn — C.D.  volunteers 
were  commended  by  the  State 
Police  for  their  help  in  con- 
trolling the  crowd  at  the  scene 
of  an  airplane  crash  near  this 
Delaware  County  community 
last  April. 

Bristol — Officials  of  Rohm  and 
Haas  Co.  praised  the  auxiliary 
police,  rescue  squads  and  auxi- 
liary firemen  for  services  ren- 
dered after  an  explosion  at  the 
company’s  plant.  A casualty 
station  was  set  up  near  the  plant 
and  C.D.  ambulances  were  used. 

Pittsburgh — Thirty  thousand 
wardens,  auxiliary  police  and 
firemen,  and  drivers  corps  mem- 
bers assisted  in  patrol  and  res- 


cue work  during  the  floods  at 
the  close  of  Dec.  1942.  They 
cooperated  with  Red  Cross  in 
evacuating  7500  residents  to 
high  ground. 

With  waters  rising  at  the 
same  time  in  other  areas,  the 
State  Control  Center  and  38 
county  control  centers  were  ac- 
tivated for  use  by  the  Gover- 
nor’s Emergency  Disaster  Com- 
mittee. This  system  of  commu- 
nications was  hailed  by  the 
committee’s  chairman  as  “a  de- 
cided step  forward  in  handling 
civil  emergencies.” 

Honesdale — Civilian  Defense 
units  distinguished  themselves, 
along  with  Red  Cross  and  other 
agencies,  in  rescue  and  rehabili- 
tation work  during  the  flash 
flood  which  hit  this  town  in 
May,  1942,  and  in  simultaneous 
floods  in  adjoining  counties. 

•High  waters  at  the  same  time 
flooded  industrial  plants  in  the 
Allentown-Bethlehem  area,  and 
sent  Civilian  Defense  workers 
into  action  clearing  away  debris 
to  speed  the  reopening  of  the 
plants. 

In  addition  to  these  instances, 
there  have  been  many  cases 
where  C.D.  workers  have  used 
their  first  aid  training  to  ad- 
vantage, sometimes  saving  lives, 
and  other  cases  where  C.D. 
equipment  has  been  used  to  ex- 
tinguish small  neighborhood 
fires. 

During  a blackout  last  July, 
wardens  in  West  Chester  res- 
cued a man  overcome  by  ammo- 
nia fumes  in  a basement.  An 
auxiliary  fireman  rescued  three 
children  from  a burning  home 
in  Braddock. 


18  Attend  Gas  School 

Eighteen  Gas  Officers,  includ- 
ing five  engineers  from  the 
State  Department  of  Health, 
completed  the  concentrated 
training  course  given  at  the 
State  Gas  Specialist  School  in 
Harrisburg,  Nov.  17  to  19. 

The  school  was  directed  by  C. 
L.  Siebert,  SCD  Gas  Consultant, 
and  was  featured  by  field  exer- 
cises in  gas  identification  led  by 
Army  officers  and  men  from 
Edgewood  Arsenal,  Md. 

In  an  opening  talk,  SCD  Di- 
rector Hutchison  warned  that 
the  war  “looks  like  a hard  pull” 
and  added  that  “before  it  is  over 
we  may  have  to  defend  America 
and  we  may  have  to  cope  with 
gas  attacks.” 


LIGHT  SEASON  FOR 

FOREST  FIRE  UNITS 

The  fall  forest  fire  season  has 
been  very  light  in  Pennsylvania 
but  some  danger  still  exists  in 
the  southern  counties,  according 
to  George  H.  Wirt,  State  Di- 
rector of  the  F.F.F.S. 

He  said  the  volunteer  Civilian 
Defense  units  had  not  seen  very 
heavy  duty  fighting  forest  fires 
but  praised  the  progress  that 
has  been  made  in  some  counties. 
He  cited  the  Lehigh  County 
F.F.F.S.,  headed  by  George 
Yundt,  for  organizing  on  a per- 
manent basis  and  raising  funds 
for  equipment. 


NURSES’  AIDES  LAUDED 
BY  GOVERNOR  MLARTIN 

Governor  Martin  has  issued 
a strong  statement  endorsing 
the  Nurses’  Aid  program. 

‘‘There  is  no  more  important 
work  for  the  volunteer  than  this 
fine  service,”  he  said.  “Nurses’ 
Aides  are  filling  a significant 
place  in  hospitals  all  over  the 
country  at  a time  when  nursing 
service  is  taxed  to  the  limit.” 


STATE  HAS  ITS  FIRST 

ARMY-ORDERED  DRILL 

Pennsylvania  had  its  first 
practice  air  raid  ordered  di- 
rectly by  the  Army  when  a 
yellow-blue-white  sequence  of 
warnings  was  sent  over  the 
black  box  system  on  Nov.  17. 
The  drill  was  the  first  in  this 
State  since  the  blackout  on 
Sept.  27. 

The  Army-ordered  drill 
started  at  10:20  a.m.  and  ended 
at  11:02  a.m.  Maryland  and 
Virginia  had  practices  earlier 
the  same  day. 

C.  D.  volunteers  have  aided 
civil  authorities  in  a number  of 
emergencies  not  classed  as  dis- 
asters. A striking  example  is 
the  work  of  15,000  auxiliary 
police  who  are  patrolling  Phila- 
delphia streets  at  night  to  pro- 
tect women  war  workers  and 
others  from  thugs. 


